PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC AFFAIRS SYLLABUS

MRS. RYDER – ROOM 56

During this 20-week course a student must complete all of the following assignments to receive credit:

1.  Making contact and raising public awareness:
A) Letter to a Public Official on the state or national level. 

B) Letter to the Editor / or an Editorial Cartoon

(Each assignment counts as 5% of portfolio average, total 10%)

2. Two Government Observation Reports:

Visit two different government meetings and write an observation report for each one.

(Each observation report counts 5% of portfolio average, total 10%)

OR

Make a written agreement with the teacher in the first three weeks outlining two separate written research assignments with a specific outcome or project.

(Each assignment counts 5% of your portfolio average, total 10%)

3. Complete a Service Learning Assignment:

Conduct Service with a non profit or public agency 

Write a report documenting that activity

(Assignment counts 20% of portfolio average)

4. Systematic Analysis of a Public Policy Issue:

A) Research Article on a societal problem

(Research Paper counts as 20% of portfolio average)

B) A one page paper analyzing a public policy.

(Paper counts 10% of portfolio average)

C) A one page paper advocating one public policy.

(Paper counts 10% of portfolio average)

5. Final Presentation or a Public Service Announcement (PSA)
Power Point Presentation or PSA on a Public Policy Issue

(Presentation is the final exam and counts 20% of final grade)

6. Participation

Class discussions, Classroom Exercises, Two debates on a public policy issue

(20% of portfolio average)

LATE POLICY

ANY PAPER MAY BE TURNED IN PRIOR TO THE DEADLINE!

All papers will be accepted in class anytime prior to the deadline.

All Late papers can be hand delivered by the student to Mrs. Ryder after school (2:30 – 3:30 pm), or placed in her mailbox with a staff person’s signature, time and date.

Late papers (received after deadline) will be penalized according to the schedule below:

DEADLINE DATE UP TO 2:15 PM- NO PENALTY, FULL CREDIT

DEADLINE DATE AFTER 2:15 PM- 25 POINTS OFF-





      
     
     
     MAXIMUM POSSIBLE- 75%

AFTER DEADLINE DATE- 50 POINTS OFF- 

   MAXIMUM POSSIBLE- 50%

NO EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY.  IF YOU WILL BE ABSENT ON THE DEADLINE DATE, SEND IT IN WITH SOMEONE OR ACCEPT THE PENALTY POINTS. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PAPERS.

DEADLINE DATES

LETTER TO A PUBLIC OFFICIAL 

___2/13______
LETTER TO AN EDITOR



___ 3/08______
GOVERNMENT OBSERVATION REPORTS:
1)_  2/28______







2)___4/02_____
SERVICE LEARNING ASSIGNMENT

_____5/30______



POLICY ANALYSIS PAPERS:


RESEARCH ARTICLE


 ____3/22_____


POLICY ANALYSIS



____ 4/25_____


ADVOCACY PAPER


____5/16______
Participation in Government

Letter to a Public Official & an Editorial

Letter to a Public Official guidelines:

Any issue of public/personal concern is acceptable.

 1 page maximum.

Student may write to State or National officials only.

Appropriate format for letter will be covered with students in class.

 Include factual/statistical supporting information with sources and quotations used correctly.

The conclusion requests direction in thinking or action from the public official.

**Extra credit is available by receiving a written response from the public official.

Editorial:  Political Cartoon or a Letter to the Editor
Any topic is acceptable

Letter to the Editor:

Include a catchy title.

The lead attracts the reader’s attention and takes a definite stand.

The lead is 30 words or less

Three or Four points included in the editorial show fair, balanced research and thought.

Sources or quotations are used correctly.

The conclusion gives the reader direction in thinking, action, or both.

Political Cartoon:

Must be an original idea

Must look professional

Must be hand drawn- (note* computer images are prohibited)
**Extra Credit is available upon proof of publication in any local medium.
Participation in Government

Government in Action Field Trip Reports

Each student must visit two different governmental bodies.

For each visit there will be a separate paper and both papers will contain the following:

1. A brief summary including date, time and location of the meeting or session.  Include the names and titles of the people running the meeting.  Identify the procedures followed for conducting the meeting.

(25 percent)

2. Identify the jurisdiction this government body has authority over.  What role does this government entity fulfill in society?
(25 percent)

3.  Identify an issue the government body is discussing at this meeting.  Explain the significance of this issue to society.

(25 percent)

      4.  A thoughtful (reflective) paragraph about what you “learned” from your experience.  Provide an answer to the following statement-  What I know now that I did not know before I attended this meeting.

(25 percent)

Participation in Government

Service Learning Assignment

The activity must be conducted through a legitimate non profit or public organization only.  This activity must be conducted during your involvement in this course.  Schalmont Class activities DO NOT count as service hours.

Verification of dates and hours claimed must be provided from the organization.  A verification form is available online to download from Mrs. Ryder’s website.  Students may work together, however each student must provide separate verification.

Even if you have been involved in community service in the past, you must complete another during this course.  
*This activity counts as 20% of your portfolio grade, time expended is related:


TIME INVOLVED IN ACTIVITY

HIGHEST POSSIBLE GRADE



4 - 5 hours




75



6 – 10 hours




85



11+ hours




100

WRITTEN REPORT

1. This paper must document the activity you pursued.  Include the place or places, the dates and times the activity took place, provide the total number of hours completed; and all names of persons responsible.

2. The essay must clearly explain how the organization you completed your service for benefits (directly or indirectly) the community.  This must be in paragraph form and show the intended impact on a societal problem.

3. The essay must relate what you did and what you personally learned from this experience.

4. Would you advocate this activity to others; why?  How would you encourage others to volunteer at this organization?

5. Finish the paper with why you think volunteerism is important to our society.

*Remember to attach verification of service to written report.

Participation in Government

Systematic Analysis of a Public Policy Issue


These papers must demonstrate your ability to systematically analyze a public policy issue (problem); and your knowledge of the issue.  Forty percent will be based on how successfully you follow the outline of a systematic analysis, and forty percent will be based on how well you demonstrate knowledge of the topic.  The remaining twenty percent will be based on an evaluation of your writing and citation skills.


You may choose any current public policy issue of interest to you.  A public policy issue exists when there is a controversy over what government action should be followed to deal with the societal problem.  The issue may be local, state, or national.  Your job is to investigate the magnitude of the problem and examine existing policies in relation to the problem.  Then advocate an existing policy, a current policy proposal, or one that you design and advocate; and determine the political feasibility of the policy.

Research Article


The purpose of this paper is to research a societal problem and write a three page paper.  The reader should understand the condition in society that requires the development of a public policy.  


This paper should answer:

1. Define a societal problem, describe the infringement of citizen’s rights, and explain how society is negatively affected by the problem*.  Identify a reasonable goal the government could establish regarding the societal problem.
2. Identify the social, political and economic factors that contribute to the problem.  Briefly identify two major contributing factors.  Provide research findings and statistical evidence to demonstrate that these factors are important.

*Incorporate empirical evidence on the appropriate level(s) to support thesis statement and all major claims.  Evidence should include statistics, expert opinions, specific examples, and case studies demonstrating that the problem exists and will continue into the future.

APA parenthetical citations and a Reference page must be included with the Research Article.

PUBLIC POLICY ANALYSIS PAPER


The purpose of this paper is to discuss a reasonable public policy to treat / attack your chosen societal problem.  The policy may already exist, be a current proposal, or be created by you (if no public policy exists for your problem). 

1. Write a policy statement identifying the five components of a public policy.

2. Explain whether the policy is proactive or reactive.  

3. Choose a societal condition to measure the effectiveness of the policy (Intended Result).  Identify any benefits the policy provides for society.

4. State whether the policy should be continued, altered, or repealed?  Explain by providing specific academic evidence.

PUBLIC POLICY ADVOCACY PAPER


This paper will demonstrate your understanding of the political realities surrounding public policy decisions. 


To assess whether the policy will be feasible, answer these questions:

1. What are the financial requirements of the policy?  Provide a general estimate and supply information on what the money will be used for.  Discuss the non-monetary costs of the policy to society.

2. What are the legislative requirements?  Indicate the level of the policy and provide the path the idea must take to become a public policy.  All the necessary steps for your bill to become law.  Include the names and titles of all major players at each step.
3. Forecast the likelihood of implementation by discussing the feasibility and effectiveness of the policy.

4.  Indicate the conditions or strategies that would increase or maintain the feasibility of the policy in the future.  Provide academic evidence.
