The Wild, Wild West

Task:
You will complete an interdisciplinary research-based project that exemplifies the state and national standards for both English 11 and American History. The project consists of a research paper, a first person historical narrative, and a stage performance. 

Directions:


Social Studies Project: To analyze a historical group of people during the movement of Americans along the Western frontier.   Write a three page research paper, including internal references, and a Reference page.  MLA format is required.  Multiple sources are required to complete the research.  


Required sources include:


Encyclopedia


Online database


Non fiction text


Primary source


Any online source (URL- .gov or .org)


English Project: Study one historical person or one group of settlers and write a historical fiction of their story as a first person historical narrative. This narrative should be no longer than two pages long (12” font, Times New Roman, double-spaced). This narrative will then take form as an oral performance piece during a special presentation event.   


Required sources include:


Historical fiction

First person historical narrative


 Photographs / artwork

Performance

Topic Ideas

You may choose one of the following topic ideas. You are not limited to these choices only; feel free to think outside the box. Ms. Cohen or Mrs. Ryder must approve your topic by 

Monday, February 13th. 

· Native American Tribes

· Famous Native Americans 

· Immigrants

· Presidents or First ladies

· Generals

· Women of the West

· Military (war, battles, regiments, female soldiers, nurses)

· Medical field (doctors, midwives, apothecaries)

· “Medicine men” (quacks, snake oil salesman, mountebanks)

· Frontiersmen/ women

· Miners

· Farmers, Ranchers, Homesteaders, & Cowboys

· Railroad workers

· Outlaws, Infamous Women, & Lawmen 

· Slaves & Freed men, 

· Blacksmiths, Tinsmiths, Tinkers, etc…

· Poets & Artists, Writers

· Religious figures
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Project Due Dates

Topic Choice & Historical Fiction Text-  
Monday, February 12,  2007

Source Sheets Checked-

Wednesday, February 14th, 

Thursday, February 15th, & 

Friday, February 16th

Historical Fiction Summary (1 page)-

Tuesday, February 27

Research Paper (3 page)-



Friday, March 2

First Person Narrative (2 pages) & Art-
Friday, February 9

Rehearsal Dates (Mandatory Attendance)
Monday, March 12 & Tuesday, March 13

Dress Rehearsal (during class)


Wednesday, March 14
Performance Date-



Wednesday, March 14, 2007

Performance Location-

Schalmont High School

John Nethaway Auditorium

6 p.m.

Good luck and have fun!     

Ms. Cohen & Mrs. Ryder

